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Zoia Tskhadaia

Critical Letters of Aleksandre Cheishvili

Abstract

Keywords: Cheishvili, emigration, criticism, Javakhishvili,

Baratashvili, Vazha-Pshavela, European literature.

Alexander Cheishvili stands out as one of the most tragic fi-
gures in twentieth-century Georgian literature. Gifted with a distin-
guished education, remarkable literary talent, and the favor of the
Soviet establishment, he seemed destined for a successful life. Fluent
in four European languages, Cheishvili was on a scientific trip in
Germany between 1930 and 1932. Cheishvili was awarded the Stalin
Prize (Second Degree) for his novel Lelo (1950). From 1945 to 1950,
he worked in the Department of Modern Georgian literature at the
Shota Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature of the Academy of
Sciences of the Georgian SSR,

In 1957, Cheishvili was again sent to Germany on a scientific
trip but, quite unexpectedly, chose to remain there in exile. The file
on Alexander Cheishvili (Fund #10, preserved in the archive of the
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Georgian Academy of Sciences) contains an order from the directo-
rate of the Shota Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature stating
that, on January 6, 1959, Alexander Cheishvili was expelled from the
institute as a “traitor to homeland”. To this day, his life and literary
legacy have received little scholarly attention. In addition to short
stories and novels, Alexander Cheishvili wrote a number of critical
essays on both Georgian and European writers. Among his most no-
table critical writings are: Vepkhistgaosani and Georgian Romantics —
Rustaveli and Baratashvili; The Lyrical Hero in Nikoloz Baratashvili’s
Poetry and The Dynamics of Literary Image in Vazha-Pshavela's
Poems. Active as a writer since 1929, he consistently sought to illu-
minate the continuity within Georgia literary tradition. Through his
comparative analysis of the Vepkhistgaosani and the poetry of Niko-
loz Baratashvili, the author convincingly demonstrates the continuity
linking the poetry of this great poet of the 19th century and
Rustaveli’s masterpiece. The discussion is extensive and deeply thoughtful.

In the essay The Lyrical Hero in Nikoloz Baratashvili’s Poetry,
the Georgian poet’s work is discussed in terms of parallels with
European literature. Specifically, Cheishvili discusses the views pre-
valent in criticism about Mitskevich’s Paris and Baratashvili’s Merani,
and argues that he does not see any essential similarity between them
providing persuasive justification. It may be stated that no other
Georgian critic has treated this issue with such depth and fairness.

Cheishvili's views on Vazha-Pshavela's poems Aluda Ketelauri
and Guest and Host are also original, offering us ideas that remain
relevant and thought-provoking even today.
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