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Lela Ochiauri

Guiltlessness and Punishment
(“Enemies of the People” in Soviet Georgian Cinema
and the State’s Fight Against Them)

Abstract

Keywords: Soviet cinema propaganda, Stalin mythology,

censorship and repression in film.

Propaganda and cinema can be considered synonyms especially
under totalitarian regimes. Propaganda and censorship were among
the most powerful tools for controlling the state and society. The his-
tory of the Soviet Union itself is a long history of propaganda, censor-
ship, violence, and cruelty.

The building/strengthening of the new Soviet state required
powerful propaganda and an “iron” system of governance. To solidify the
ideology and raise the new Soviet person, a course was take - since
1932, Socialist Realism became the main pillar of this effort - falling
into strictly defined rules. These rules emphasized the contrast bet-
ween the dark past and the bright present/future, the glorification of
the beauty of the new life, and the nurturing of the new “Soviet person®.

Mandatory schemes, frameworks, and descriptions of forms -
established on ideological foundations - determined the very existen-
ce of every film. Cinema ideology/Ideology in cinema relied on dec-
rees, directives, and official instructions.

This uncompromising ideology was followed and shared by
practically every Georgian film produced in the 1930s-1950s. Censor-
ship dictated and controlled every stage of creativity. Meanwhile, the
disobedient and even slightly independent artists- such as Kote Mika-
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beridze, Nutsa Ghoghoberidze, Kote Marjanishvili, and others- were
declared “enemies of the socialist homeland” and punished with ut-
most severity, along with their films.

In this context, a distinguished place belongs to one of Stalin’s
chief “mythographers®, Mikheil Chiaureli, who dedicated most of his
work to Stalin, became the most influential director of the Soviet
Union, and whose fame ended together with the downfall of the
dictator’s cult.

The study of Soviet history continues to this day. Research into
Georgian art, Georgian cinema, film artists, and the facts of repres-
sion in film also continues- with the search for unknown, unexplored

stories and their re-examination from new perspectives.
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