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Levan Gelashvili
Galaktion on screen

Abstract

Keywords: Galaktion, cinema, Akaki Tsereteli’s Journey to
Racha-Lechkhumi.

The article "Galaktion on Screen” presents an interdisciplinary
study that explores the historical and aesthetic dimensions of the re-
lationship between Georgian literature and cinematography through
the example of Galaktion Tabidze’s life and creative legacy.

Particular attention is devoted to the first points of intersection
between the poet and cinema — specifically Vasil Amashukeli’s docu-
mentary film Akaki Tsereteli’s Journey to Racha-Lechkhumi —The
article devotes particular attention to the initial points of intersection
between the poet and cinema — specifically, Vasil Amashukeli’s docu-
mentary film Akaki Tsereteli’s Journey to Racha-Lechkhumi and the
presumed participation of Galaktion Tabidze in this film — an episode
that may be interpreted as the poet’s symbolic debut inscribed in the
historiographical archive of Georgian cinema. The study relies both
on archival sources (materials preserved at the Palace of Art and the
State Film Fund) and on Galaktion’s personal notes, diaries, and
correspondence, which shed light on his artistic self-awareness and
his interest in the cinematic medium.

The article provides a detailed analysis of the poet’s appearan-
ces in various documentary and chronicle film materials produced
between 1929 and 1958, including works by Irakli Kandelaki, Otar
Chiaureli, Shalva Chugunava, and other directors. The poet’s on-
screen image was typically represented fragmentarily and was largely

subordinated to ideological and propagandistic objectives of the
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Soviet regime. The cinematic narratives — showing Galaktion among
workers, during voting procedures, at a wagon-repair factory, or
attending events dedicated to Stalin or to the Decade of Georgian Art
— suggest that his screen persona was constructed as that of a stan-
dardized Soviet poet. In such visual portrayals, the processes of Soviet
construction were foregrounded, while the poet’s individual creative
style was obscured and his literary legacy remained profoundly

underexplored.

149



